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Iztok Kovac was born in a mining town in communist Slovenia. The townspeople
occupied themselves mainly with work, sports and drinking. Iztok participated in all
sporting events, specializing in alpine ski, and succeeded in becoming a member of
Slovenia's alpine ski delegation. He came to the world of dance in the footsteps of
the women he loved: with the first he danced salon dances; the second took him to
a jazz-ballet company where, at a little over the age of 20, Iztok took to studying
classical ballet. The ballet academy enthralled him; he enjoyed much success and
was later invited to join the opera house company. but refused. An additional love
brought him to western Europe for the first time. Kovac says that his meeting with
the large metropolis's of Europe, against the backdrop of the mining town in which
he grew up in, was crucial in the development of his language of movement.

Still under the influence of the cultural shock in Europe, he worked with various
choreographers. The majority of his time was spent in Belgium during the early
eighties, where an innovative stage language was developing.

Uros Rojko is a contemporary Slovenian composer who has received more
recognition throughout Europe than in his native Slovenia. Uros Rojko was
borm in 1954 in Lublijana. He studied composition and the clarinet in Lublijana.
His teachers of composition included Klaus Huber with whom he studied in
Freiburg, and Gyorgy Ligeti in Hamburg.

His contemporary compositions did not
suit the Slovenian government and he
was forced to live and work in Germany.

awards and scholarships. Today he

waorks in Lublijana, and resides in
Freiburg, Germany.

Rojko's composition Mo/Ten/Tion opened Slovenia's cultural month's events
last year, and was performed by the 100 musicians of the Slovenia

Philharmonic Orchestra. A video film of the same concert is the basis of the
creation by lztok Kovac, and excerpts willbe screened during the performance.
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From the press about Toothpick:
"The Finnish company is a revelation that

renews faith in contemporary young dance"
"Without becoming comical, irony and humor
creep from under the surface. Finland has a
master of choreography”.




lztok Kovac

Uros Rojko [Mo / Ten [ Tion & Dorian Song)

Miram Mohar

Eda Cufer

Andreas Herder

Dalia Lider

Yosi Berg, Claire-Laure Berthier, Isahelle Chaffaud, Sonia D'Orleans Juste
Jerome Meyer, Yaniv Nagar, Adi Salant, Shai Tamir.
Liubljana F'?'mharmunlc Orchestra.

Slavko Hren

Jani Novak, Slane Klemenc

Hamsin 1998 was produced with the kind support of
Lee Cooper Concept Fashlon Products Marketing [1995] Ltd.

RS

. Hamsin ‘98, the new creation by choreographer lztok Kovac and Batsheva Dance Company dancers, again

confirms the role of contemparary dance as an art form which establishes creative communication through
the most abstract and fundamental languages such as the language of body and motion, sound and music
and the language of image and space. The structure of Hamsin '98 is based upon Mo/Ten/Tion, composed
by Uros Rojko in 1995, Hamsin "898 has been created as a rhythmical interplay of three basic theatrical
elements; movement, music and space, which are mofivaied by visible dynamics of mation and psychological
expressions of tensions and emotions. Choreographer lztok Kovac, compaser Uros Rojko and set designer
Miran Mohar all come from Slovenia, a small country in the Morth-West part of the Balkan, with a complex
national and cultural history, in which statehood emerged out of the collapse of soclalism in eastern Europe
| only eight years ago. They have come lo collaborate with artists from |srael, which is an archetype of
complex and traumatic cultural and political history, and relatively new statehood. When living in countries
with strong cultural identities bul constant social and political instability, it is almost impossible to remain
unaware of, and insensitive 1o, the actual soclal dynamics. In such social contexts contemporary art usually
has o take a permanent struggling position in order 1o overcome an omnipresent collective story and to
conquer social 'spaces' where it would be passible to express and represent it's individual experience.
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Choreography
Music

Light Desing
Costume Desing
Sound Editing
Dancers
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